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Jurisprudence (fiqk} and theology (^aqd'id\ with the
ancillary sciences, all of which are based on a thorough
knowledge of the Arabic language, normally
constitute the chief studies of the "clergy,"
though naturally there is a certain tendency to
specialization, the qddi, or ecclesiastical judge, being more
concerned with^/z, and the theologian proper with doctrine.
We must also distinguish between the prevalent Usitti and
the once important but now negligible Akhbdri school,
between whom bitter enmity subsisted. The former, as
their name implies, follow the general " principles " (ustil}
deducible from the Qur'dn and accredited traditions, and
employ analogy (qiyds) in arriving at their conclusions.
The latter follow the traditions (akhbdr) only, and re-
pudiate analogical reasoning. Mulld Muhammad Amfn ibn
Muhammad Sharif of Astaribdd, who died in 1033/1623-4,
is generally accounted the founder of the Akhbdri school,
and was, according to the LtfMatril-Bahrayri*-) " the first to
open the door of reproach against the Mnjtakids, so that the
' Saved Sect' (al-Firqatun-Ndjiya, i.e. the Shf'a of the Sect
of the Twelve) became divided into Akhbdris and Muj-
tahids? and the contents of his book al-Faw&idti'l-Mada-
niyya* consist for the most part of vituperation of the
MujtahidS) whom he often accused of "destroying the true
Religion." A later doctor of this school, Mfrzd Muhammad
Akhbdri of Bahrayn, entertained so great a hatred for the
Mujtahids that he promised Fath-'Alf Shdh that he would
w in forty days cause to be brought to Tihrdn the

"Envoatement"  -              -                                                         ,      *

of a Russian      head of a certain Russian general who was at
genera.           ^^ ^.^^ invading and devasting the frontier

provinces of Persia, on condition that Fath-cAli Shdh would,
in case of his success," abrogate and abandon the Mujtahzds,

1  Bombay lith., p. 122.

2  See the Kcuhfttl-Ifujuh p, 406, No. 2242. The author wrote the
book at Mecca two years before his death.